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Latest News

ASIA

Tajikistan on the rise: why
Russian tourists are heading
to the mountains

R travelers are di ing Tajl According to the
Russian Union of Tourism Industry, demand for trips to
Tajikistan is steadily growing — and many visitors are pairing it
with neighbouring Uzbekistan for a double dose of Silk Road

culture and mountain adventure.

“Taj isnotap

MIDDLE EAST

Russia-UAE flights set for
major expansion by October
2026

As of mid-July 2026, reqular passenger flights between Russia
and the United Arab Emirates are operating across 11 routes,

AFRICA

New Tunisia flight
program from Russia
launches with 100%
occupancy on debut
flights

23 July 2026
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Foreign tour from Russia
now costs $2,500 on
average
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25% more Russians in
Japan - and they're not
stopping at one visit
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Russia extends visa-free
entry for Chinese —
expects 25-33% growth
in 2026
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Serbia maintains visa-
free travel for Russians
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Taiwan has simplified
entry for Russians
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MIDDLE EAST

2028

Saudi Arabia Drops Visas for
Russians: What Changes on the
Ground?

Avisaran ragime batwman Russia and Saud Araba nas cama ints effact stacting from May 21, 2176

ans
©f Ruz=ia can ente Saudi Arsbia anc sty fae up 10 90 days per calendar year (ceatinacusly ar in total). Far

woek, study, Hag, 2nd Unirsh, 8 viss remaing mandzicey.

Russan Travel Digsst has anafyzed whether ve can expect an increase In demond emong fussiar tounsts for

tnps 10 tha Kingdam. First soma statistics, the key figums Ioak likn this:

2021 and earfier: Before 2019, Saud Arzbia cid not issue tourist visas, 50 there was virtually no arganized
wurist flow from Rugsie.

2022: The couniry ws waited by around 55,000 Russians.

However, the viga waver could atrac: more Russlan tourists to e Rec Sea £0ast resorts, which could
compete with Egypt anc the UAE, sakd Mchammad 4 Jassem, Deputy Head of CIPBE, t RIA Novesti, e refers
10 tressct lour st zoaes SLCT 8y Uie Red Ses groject with A4 and Shursprshisiords, us vell ws te Anssls
r2s0rt Trave! agency repregentativas sgree, rapceting that a vacation on the Red Sea In Saudi Arabla is
comparasla in price to Egypt, That iz, litesslly before the Iranan confiict. an srtire famidy could fiy shere and

hisve = vecation far 250,000 subles.

Amang the fthe
Saud Arabla sigrificantly loses out sc other Arab Sulf countres: the UAE Qatar, and 2anrain, Some also note

lack of zizahol and s etrict dress code, in afich

that Sisudi Arabias dees nt yel hare 2 large presence of Russisn speaking stall. 1Uis w0 very dficul o find

good Russian-speaking gude in the coonry.

Summarls rot the $eason n Saudi Abia: itIs 1o hat. The tourist flow tere usually revives cosar to winter. In
thee Fall, thee interest fram Russizns coud be quits real and Suudi Arsbiln coul be » demand. But one should

ot wpect & Slrong surgs in touris! traflic.

Foe the Interest of RTD readers. nere Is the 451 of s0me tour aperaters with Saudi Arabia © its portfolio: Space

Traved. &rt-Touy, Intawrist, Pegast Towriste, Russion Express, ICS Traves Group, Schex, Aaex Tour, Ceral Travel

ASIA

Hainan Island: Russian demand has
increased by 60 percent

020

Russian tourist low 1 1he Chitese isla1d of Mainar, having resched raccrs levele a3t year, continues te rapidly
Increase 0 2026

In the first tvez moaths of 2026, Hainan welcomad 89000 tourists from Ruzzis, 3 61.9% increaze compared to

1he same pediod 'ast year Russea accounted “or 31% of Hainan's 10tal touist flcw in January February.

Sanya mmained the most popuar msert an the island ameng the Russian quests. From January to Fabruary
2026, e average hotel oocupancy rate in this fesart city was spprodmately 36%, 5% higher than 1he 2025

figpure

Amang the msin factore driving the growth n demand from Ruszans, Mr. Song Shi,a representative of the
Intemational Cocperation Deperiment of 1he and's Department of Culture and Tourksm cited the visa free

of dirnct flights, the act

regma thi

xpansion af s ard tha incraase i
sromotion of Hainan in e Ruseian touism market, and the develcpment of tourism infrastuciure and
senices for Russiang

The Mickdle East erisis s also havng 2 pasitve impact on deand. Hainan = catching tourists who kave

rebacied thair 160 Theve o 1he Pergian Gulf region.

anrofiot launrhed ne schaduled fights ram Irkutsk ta Sanya 0 March 2026, Direct Pights are naw availabe
Trem 11 cities Mozzow, S1. Petercburg, Kazan, Ufs, Novesiti ok, Khabarovek, Krasnoyarsk, Viadtostok, Ular-
Ude, Vekaterinbura and Irsutss mself

Phofo by Hainan Ovevseas Tow Operators Tour 2024

Tags: =16
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Related Article
RUSSIA TO INTRODUCE VISA- RUSSIA PLANS TO WELCOME A VISA-FRFE REGIME BETWEEN
FREE TRAVEL WITH MALAYSIA, 200,000 TOURISTS FROM SAUD!  RUSSIA AND SAUDI ARABIA
KUWAIY, AND BARAIN ARABIA 8Y THE END OF 2026

Ariselie regims netween

Russlas Ministry of Economic Russa plans 10 welcome 207,000 Russla and Sauch Arabla has

Davalepmant has anncunced that
Vs fres regimass wil Malispia,

Kuvaalt,..

17 May 2925

Merina Zatseaing, Mare rian 20 yeovs expesience o7 el inade insustry i i sex
P BEVIIY, VST IPANNAMRTIGT Cnnirr, TN Xty i R 4 AMarke

o Linguistizs

tausiata from Saudi Arabia by the
end of 2026...

14 Muy 2026

come into effect starting from

My 11,2026

12 May 2025

Jur CORVAIE

FROM RUSSIA TOCHINAIN 2.5
MINUTES AND 40 USD

The crosz torder catle carin
Deing built within the framewors
=F an intnegonmcrmenal

agreement Letween...

10 Fearuery 2026

Fusan Travel Uiges: N

VISA CANCELLATION IN CHINA:
INTEREST HAS ALREADY
GROWR

Ching will inwoduce

dser
from regima for Fussan ibzens

with 8 raguise passport for up.

09 September 2028

TOURIST FLOW FROM MOSCOW
TO BELJING INCREASED BY 835%
Tourist flaw from Moszow to
Beijing incressed by 83% nihe
fest fiva marths of 20245 The

dats was..

02 July 2025

evy cay e storct for

042 KRR 0N T30

Russian Travel Digest is the only
b2b media about Russian travel
market in English

A 70% of translated content
® 30% own analytical articles




Tajikistan on the rise: why Russian
tourists are heading to the
mountains

Russian lers are d T A ding to the Russian

9 o

Union of Tourism Industry, demand for trips to Tajikistan is steadily growing
- and many visitors are pairing it with neighbouring Uzbekistan for a
double dose of Silk Ro:d culture and mountain adventure.

“Tajik isnotap d

EUROPE

Predictable six-month visas drive
Russian travel demand to the UK in
2026

Russian tourists are booking more trips to the United Kingdom this year,
According to the Russian tour ! (ATOR),
have gone up by 10% to 91% compared to last year, depending on the

company. Most tourists still choose London, .
Y

MIDDLE EAST

Russia-UAE flights set for major
expansion by October 2026

As of mid-July 2026, regular passenger flights between Russia and the
United Arab Emirates are operating across 11 routes. Travelers can depart
9. Sochi, Makh
Mineralnye Vody, Yekaterinburg, and Kazan—1o two UAE destinations: Dubal
International (DX8) and Abu Dhabi (AUK). The below information..

from seven Russian cities—M St P

AFRICA

New Tunisia flight program from
Russia launches with 100%
occupancy on debut flights

Pegas Touristik has officially dsales and op for Tunisia,
Initiating charter flights from both Moscow and St. Petersburg to

Monastir. The new flight program is being operated by Egypt's Pyramids
Alrlines, on an Airbus A321 aircraft configured with 220 class

seats. The xs‘ igned to offer i flexibility for

Media Profile

We cover all parts of the world
where the Russian-speaking tourists go

Region Number of articles

Middle East 340

Asia 650

Europe 960

Africa 290

America 200




ANALYTICS

Foreign tour from Russia now
costs $2,500 on average

As follows from the data of the Onlinetours package tour booking service,
in Russia, the average check for foreign tours in the first half of 2026
increased to 196,500 rubles ($2,500), or by 7% compared to the same
period in 2025. The demand for trips abroad increased by 44%.

Turkey remained (h\!eadu in terms of booking...

INCOMING

Russia extends visa-free entry for
Chinese — expects 25-33%
growth in 2026

Russian President Viadimir Putin has signed a decree extending the visa-
free entry for Chinese tourists until December 31, 2027 ~ a move that could
boost arrivals by 25-33% by the end of 2026, according to Maya Lomidze,

executive director of the Association of Tour Operators. The...

TOUR OPERATORS

200 Belarusian agents and 22
Egyptian hoteliers meet at Intercity
workshop in Minsk

Over 200 Belarusian travel agents gathered for a high-energy B28 event,
bridging Minsk and the Red Sea. On July 20, 2026, the DoubleTree by Hilton
In Minsk served as the venue for a large-scale workshop organized by

tour op Intercity in cooperation with its gic partner,
the Egyptian DMC Joﬁe Tours. The event brought together..

EVENTS

ITB China Conference 2026 to
Spotlight Al, Luxury Travel Shifts
and China's Changing Travel
Demand

Taking place from 26-28 May 2026 in Shanghai, the ITB China Conference
will feature 70+ topics and 180+ global speakers, offering a premier
platform for dialogue between China and the international trave! industry

At the heart of ITB China, the ITB China Conference will convene global and
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Focus on analytical materials assisting

readers to boost their coo
Russian-speaking markets
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Number of articles

Analytics

640

Tour Operators
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Incoming

320

Events
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Russia-UAE flights set for major expansion by October 2026

As of mid-July 2026, regular passenger flights between Russia and the United Arab
Emirates are operating across 11 routes. Travelers can depart from seven Russian
cities—Moscow, St. Petersburg, Sochi, Makhachkala, Mineralnye Vody, Yekaterinburg,

and Kazan—to two UAE destinations: Dubai International...

Read more

Israel expects more Russian tourists

Michael Itzhakov, the Director General of the Israeli Ministry of Tourism, hosted a

Aal
g

of rep ives of the leading Russian mass media in Jerusalem this

week, according to Vesti.

Russian tour operators expand flight programs to UAE on Fly Dubai

Russian tour operator FUN&SUN has announced the launch of its own scheduled flight
program to the United Arab Emirates, operating in partnership with flydubai. Tours are
now on sale with departures from 11 Russian cities, with the program set to begin in

August and continue through mid-May 2027. Flights...

Oman Air adds Tashkent and Sochi direct flights

Oman Air launched two new direct routes from Muscat: to Tashkent (starting July 3)
and to Sochi (starting July 2). The Tashkent service marks the airline’s first-ever
connection to Central Asia. Flights to Sochi operate once a week—departing Muscat on

Thursdays and returning from Sochi on Fridays—with...
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Most of readers come to our web-site looking
for essential info about Russian travel market:
* 23% search engines
e 73% direct clicks
* 3% links from other web-sites

Key phrases for search requests

russia travel news

anex tour russia

can russians travel to france

aeroflot turkey

israel tourists

italian consulate moscow

can russians travel to japan
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Weekly Monthly Yearly
Views 1700 6 850 76 000
Visitors 490 4970 56 600
58%
Hotels
14%

Tourism Boards

7 %
Air Companies
e p

21%

DMC

Audience Profile

Less Numbers, Better Quality

The majority of our readers are
owners and top-managers of hotels,
dmc, tourism boards.



23%
Middle East
o 16%
1 80/0 87 /O Africa
Europe C-level &

Key Decision Makers ,

6%
Americas

36%

Asia

Audience Profile

Our Readers

are potential exhibitors and
professional visitors
of your travel fairs
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Russian Travel
4Q DIGEST

Wednesday, 22.07.2026

by Marina Zatsepina
Hello and welcome to the Busséan Travel Divest newsletter: your semi-weekly source of news

from the outhbound and inbound travel market of Russia and CIS. We are glad to keep you updated!
Please send any feedback, thoughts, or useful information to: proicelabrinel com.

Analytics
‘Travel Barometer: June 2026 Sales & ‘I'tends

o\ _._\_\\\\\ >

—
ad =

June 2026 sales analysis from Baginet by recent meetings with travel agencies across Russia
reveals a polarized market. While rket heach inations continue to domis there is
a growing interest in unique, safe alternatives, particularly in Asia. The reports consistently
indicate that Turkey and Egypt remain the undisputed leaders in outhound tourism, The B,
previously a top seller. has been mentioned as a source of stress due Lo “closed airspace” and a halt
in sales,’ pushing agencies to redirect chients to other destinations like Vietnam and Ezvpt.

Africa
New Tunisia flight program from Russia launches with 100% occupancy

Pegas Touristik has officially resumed sales and
operations for Tunisia, initiating charter flights from
both Moscow and St. Petershurg to Monastir. The new
Ilight program is being operated by Egypt's Pyramids
Airlines, on an Airbus Aj21 aircrafl configured with 220
economy-class seats. The inavgural {lights from both
capitals departed with 100% loud factors.

Taur Operators

Coral Travel Network Hits 1,050 Offices

Caral Travel Market (CTM). operating the Coral Travel,
mar and Coral Elite brands, has expanded its
franchise network o 1,050 offices across Hussia - the
highest count amoung all tourism franchise chains in
the country. Geographic spread: 60% of branded
agencies are located in Russian regions, 26% in
Moscow, and 1% in the Moscow region.

Midile East

Russian tour operators expand {light programs to UAE on Fly Dubai

Russian tour off ;oeyiey DESun has announced the
launch of its own scheduled [light program to the
United Arab Emiratcs from 1: cities of Russia.
operating with Fly Dubai. Other tour aperators (Space
‘Travel. Intourist) also take hlocks of seats to UAK on Fly
Dubai.

Middle Fast
Israel expects more Russian tourists

Michael Itzhakoy, the Director General of the Israch
Ministry  of Tourism, hosted a  delegation of
cepresentatives of the beading Russian mass media in
Jerusulem this week. He ecwmphasized that Isruel's
wurism industry is opersting ot full capacity and
assured that there are currently no restrictions for
travelers.

Other news in brief

Russis extends visa-free entey for Chinese until ber 31, 1027 and expects 25-53% growth in
2026, althongh Association of toar operators of Russia calls for stronger promotion of Russian

destinations in Ching and regular educationul tours for Chinese ravel ugents.

n has simplified entry fc

E Russtans. An electronic visa system for entry to Taiwan was
Tmmehed for Rissians on July 7 on a one-year trial basis,

Pe Phy Ouce from 4 Russin cities: Moseow,

with the Russian airline (kar.

Launches it program 10
irsk, and K

Thank vou for resding eod sce you in two weeks!

e
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Newsletter Profile

Our newsletter is sent semi-weekly to 2 260
subscribers - those who are interested in
regular update of the Russian-speaking
travel markets.

Statistics

Open Rate 41 %

Click Rate 19 %

Click per open 14 %
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Media Partnership

We cooperate both with
major international travel fairs and
local exhibitions.

We are interested in hosted media
programs, as well as in media coverage,
providing full info support of your event.



¢. Russian Travel

l« DIGEST

b2b travel news and content about Russian-speaking markets

Middle East  Asia Europe  Africa

Incoming Events

EUROPE

Predictable six-month visas
drive Russian travel demand
to the UK in 2026

Russian tourists are booking more trips to the United Kingdom
this year. Accerding to the Russian tour operators’ association
(ATOR), bookings have gone up by 10% to 97% compared to
last year, depending on the company. Most tourists still

choose London,...

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL TRADE FAIR

INTOURMARKETBAIKAL

25-27 SEPTEMBER 2025

TOUR OPERATORS INCOMING

Coral Travel Chain Hits 1,050

seven deaths

Mount Elbrus: lawmakers urged to
Offices mandate certified guides after
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European source market

. for Hong Kong
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Foreign tour from Russia
now costs $2,500 on
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23 July 2026

AFRICA

New Tunisia flight
program from Russia
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flights
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26 - 28 MAY 2026
SHANGHAI

ITB China 2026: Key travel industry
players showcase products and

Media Partnership

Banner Advertising

There are three options of placing banner
advertising on the web-site of Russian
Travel Digest.

D Upper-banner

D Side-banner

Lower-banner




EVENTS

04.04.2026

ITB China conference 2026 to
spotlight Al, luxury travel shifts and
China’s changing travel demand

e .

Taking place from 26-28 May 2026 in Shanghai, the ITB China Conference will feature 70+ topics and 180+

global speakers, offering a premier platform for dialogue between China and the international travel industry.

At the heart of ITB China, the ITB China Conference will convene global an¢ Chinese travel leaders to discuss
the most pressing trends shaping the industry, including the rise of Al in travel, a new focus on the evolution of
luxury toward lifestyle-driven experiences, and the transformation of China’s cutbound and inbound tourism
markets. The program features seven key tracks - Outbound Travel, Inbound Travel, Luxury Travel, Themed &

Customized Travel, Hospitalitv. MICE & Incentive Travel, and Travel Tech & Innovation

In 2026, China’s industry think tank will further strengthen this positioning by expanding the diversity of its
topics and speakers, bringing together perspectives from diverse markets across the entire travel value chain,

and reinforcing its role as a two-way exchange platform between China and the global travel industry.

About ITB China

ITB China 2026 will take place from 26 to 28 May in the Shanghai World Expo Exhibition & Convention Center.
ITB China is the B2B-exclusive travel trade show focusing on the Chinese travel market, bringing together hand-
selected top buyers with industry professionals from around the world. The show provides various networking
events and a unique state-of-the-art matchmaking system to maximize business opportunities. The IT8 China

Conference takes place in parallel with the show.

Photo by ITB China

Tags: @758
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Press-releases

We publish press-releases of the
partnering travel fairs and exhibitions
regularly and on time,

Each press-release additionally is featured
in semi-weekly newsletter of Russian
Travel Digest.

<&® Number of views




ASIA
11.06.2026

ITB China 2026: Russian hosted
buyers and journalists explore
Zhejiang and Hainan post-tours

The B2B travel trade fair ITB China 2026 successfully took place from 26-28 May in Shanghai, China. The event

was hosted at the Shanghai World Expo Exhibition and Convention Center in the Pudong district, bringing

together the global travel industry under one roof. This year's show was the largest to date, growing by 20%

and f ing over 900 exhibiting panies from 85 c ies and regions. More than 280 international

hosted buyers and media representatives attendad the event, highlighting global interest in the Chinese

market.

To foster deeper connections, organisers arranged exclusive post-show familiarization trips (FAM trips) for the
attending international journalists and buyers. Participants were invited to explore two of China's most dynamic
provinces — Zhejiang and Hainan. The excursions allowed guests to experience China's rich cultural heritage,
coastal landscapes, and world-class tourism infrastructure firsthand. The trip to Zhejiang highlighted the
province’s mix of ancient heritage cities and modern leisure destinations, while the Hainan route emphasized

the island’s tropical beaches and duty-free shopping.

«During ITB China 2026, we conducted approximately 40 meetings with representatives of hotels, DMCs,

technology partners, and reglonal tourism boards. We are ly 4] r ion formats
and assessing opportunities to expand our China product portfolio, with a particular focus on Zhejiang
Province, which impressed us with its wide range of travel experiences. The Hainan Haikou Waorkshop was
especially valuable, allowing us to meet in person with partners we are already working with, as well as
discover new hotels and tourism products that can further enhance our Hainan offerings. We would also like to

highlight the excellent work of the ITB China Buyer Team, whese professi ism, resp , and support

ensured a smooth and well-organized exp hrougl the event. Russian Express will continue to

actively develop its China portfolio and strengthen cooperation with key partners across the Chinese tourism

Industry», said the representative of tour operator Russian Express Natalia Khokhlova.
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Editorial article

Editorial article can be in form of an
interview about your travel fair or result
of a post-tour after the trade show.

<&® Number of views
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